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Reviews 

enough shroud themselves in an imitative black coat of despair 
which is alike unnatural to them and to their audiences. 
Whatever else our American temperament may be, it is not 
bowed down by weight of woe, and doesn't want to be. In 
giving rein to his naturally high spirits, and in frankly com- 
bining the sincere with the light or even frivolous, it may 
be that Mr. Lindsay is far more instinctively national than 
we suspect. Those who look for the finesse of out-worn 
European models in his work may not find it; but they will 
find something that is abundantly alive and vital, and des- 
tined to live by the inherent force of this vitality. 

A. C. H. 

OUR CONTEMPORARIES 

Boston is discovering Imagism! The Houghton-Mifflin 
Company will soon publish Miss Lowell's new anthology of 
certain members of the group, and so we find Mr. Ferris 
Greenslet presenting "their creed, their Kensington cate- 
chism," to readers of The New Republic in the course of 
his review of Miss Lowell's latest book. 

It is all very interesting, even if Mr. Greenslet needs a 
few more lessons in his catechism. But, strangely enough, 
he quite forgets to mention that Poetry discovered the 
imagist poets over two years ago, and printed their creed 
with apostolic exactness in March, 1913, in Mr. Flint's arti- 
cle Imagisme, followed by Mr. Pound's Don'ts by an Imag- 
ist. Mr. Greenslet forgets also to mention Mr. Pound, 

[299] 



POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

whose early authority and present vitality in the school Miss 
Lowell, editor of the coming anthology, would be the last 
to deny. Indeed, probably no one regrets more than she 
that he will not be represented in it. 



Congratulations to Miss Margaret C. Anderson, editor 
of The Little Review, upon the completion of the first year 
of her high-stepping charger ! May it spurn the ground and 
sniff the air and champ the bit for many years to come, and 
never quite throw its rider! 

We commend the spirit of Miss Anderson's editorial, 
Our First Year. She tells how she was once trained by a 
"veteran editor" to be "efficient" in his business, told how 
she must print the poor but respectable stuff, and send back 
the good but disturbing, until "I used to feel that I was 
in the midst of some demoniacal scheme for achieving the 
ultimate futility." And so she resolves against an "editorial 
policy," for it is "likely to be, or to become, quite a damning 
thing." And thus she throws down her gauge of battle : 

In the face of new magazines of excellent quality and no 
personality we shall continue to soar and flash and flame, to be 
swamped at intervals and scramble to new heights, to be young 
and fearless and reckless and imaginative — 

. . . chanter. 
River, rire, passer, tire seul, tire libre. 
Avoir I'oeil qui retarde bien, la voix qui vibre — 

to die for these things if necessary, but to live for them vividly 
first. 
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